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Sodi: Sddi means fortune telling, especially by professional women. Also known as 'erukatha',
the female fortune-teller is a popular figure in classical poetry and the Yakshagana literature
of the 18th and 19th centuries. The 'Sodi' people who are engaged in the profession, are
nomads and are divided into 18 tribal sects.
These tribes, again sub-divided into several clans (gothrams), are followers of both
Vaishnavism and Saivism. But all the fortune-tellers Invoke Mother Goddess, both white
prophesying and in their daily We. They invoke several manifestations of the mother goddew
such as Bezawada Kanakadurgamma, Kanchi Kamakshi, Madhura Meenakshi and Kolhapur
Mahalakshmi, all of them being presiding deities of pilgrim centres.
Besides their costume which suggests their tribal ancestry, they carry a brass plate with
the image of the Kolhapur goddess in it and occasionally an old manuscript of palm leaves.
The 'sodi' women also give medicinal herbs for sterility and to ward off evil spirits.
The 'sodi' women of Rayaiaseema narrate short ballads on local heroes to the accompaniment
of a kinnera, looking like an ekt&ra.
Karra Samu (Stick fight): The earliest weapon for man is a stick. To protect himself and to
protect the land, the early soldier used it very effectively. But when more dangerous weapons
replaced this age-old one, it remained a human skill and Is performed during festivals and
marriages. The 'samu' is done either with one stick in the right hand or two sticks in both
the hands.
The minimum training for 'karra samu' will be for eight years which involves body building
along with the several stages ('varasa') of defence and offence. Skilled fighters often fight with
five opponents at a time and it needs great expertise. This in prevalent even today among
Harijan families in the coastal districts of Andhra Pradesh where the fighters show their skffl
when the dappu is played as an accompanying and enthusing Instrument.
Katti Samu (Sword fight): KaW samu was a part of military training in the ancient days when
sword was the most common weapon. But today it remains only as a skill In which several
'tricks' are shown. The tricks include breaking a coconut kept on the stomach of a person
without hurting him, keeping a boy on a plantain trunk, cutting the trunk Into several parti
without the boy falling down and breaking a needle placed on the forehead of a person ini?
even halves. This needs a great skill and perfection.
TRIBAL LORE
Andhra Pradesh, with 41.99 lakh population of scheduled tribes, has the largest trlbjf
concentration in South India. The tribes of Andhra Pradesh, whether they dwell In the forest-hl^
regions or on the plains, represent a fascinating diversity, with their variegated socle-cultural
tmdWbiTs^mtittlple occupations and diverse linguistic heritage. There are 33 tribes In the stall
and they can be classified into different groups on the basis of their geo-ethn!c Identity: